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 Keller Soccer Association (KSA)
 Keller Youth Activities Club (KYA)
 North Tarrant Little Miss Kickball (NTLMK)
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Keller Alliance Tennis Charter (KATCH)

Keller Alliance Tennis Charter (KATCH)
Community Tennis Association
Recreation and Open Space Master Plan Study Questionnaire Responses
1.

Name and contact information of your organization

Keller Alliance Tennis Charter (KATCH)
Contact information:
McCall Eng, President
P.O. Box 651
Keller, TX 76244
Phone (817) 881-8263
Website: www.kellertexastennis.usta.com
2. Current number of participants and teams
132 current KATCH Participants; 579 participants since inception
3. Total number of Keller participants and total number of non-resident participants including city names
Keller participants: 474. Non-resident participants: 105 from the neighboring cities of Azle, Bedford,
Colleyville, Fort Worth, Haslet, North Richland Hills, Southlake, and Trophy Club.
4. The growth projection of your particular sport activity for the next five to ten years
The United States Tennis Association (USTA) Texas Section, which includes Keller, is the fastest growing
section in the country. Projections from the USTA show 8% to 9% of the population are tennis players.
Using this formula, the projected player base for Keller is approximately 3,000 players. The current KISD
tennis programs are comprised of approximately 500 middle and high school players. This number would
be increasing as the district adds new students. Additionally, KATCH has Tennis in the Schools programs
underway in the elementary schools to introduce tennis to the younger kids. When these players are added
to the total number, the projected total would exceed 3,700 players in the ten-year time frame. Note:
Because Keller draws a significant number of participants from the Fort Worth northern suburbs,
the Greater Keller area projection would exceed 10,000 players.
5. What is your need to meet the future requirements?
The Keller tennis community needs a tennis facility that would allow residents to participate in leagues,
enjoy recreational play, host tournaments, and receive instruction within the city. KATCH would like to see
a lighted tennis center including sixteen courts built.
6. What city and non-city facilities do you currently use?
There are no city tennis facilities. KATCH runs leagues at KISD Keller High School courts.
7. Are the current facilities for your specific sport activity adequate? If not, why and how should it be
corrected?
Keller Alliance Tennis Charter (KATCH)
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Because there are no existing city facilities, KATCH is extIeme1y limited in what we can offer. Our use of
the 1USD courts is limited to times when students are not using the courts. There are no parking facilities or
restrooms available at Keller High School. KATCH would like the city to build a tennis facility to
accommodate additional leagues — our ladies leagues have waiting lists- and other programming including
youth, adult, senior, and special needs leagues, instruction, tournaments, charity events, and recreational
play.
8. How does your organization/league fit into a regional context in terms of the use of facilities?
Taken in a regional context, the city of Keller acts as a magnet, drawing in many surrounding cities’
residents to the first-rate parks and recreational venues currently available. As evidenced in the success of
The Pointe with residents from outside the city limits, we feel that a tennis center would be just as appealing
to the entire region. The tennis community is a very active and mobile group with many Keller players
traveling to West Fort Worth, North Dallas, Garland, Oak Cliff, Granbury, and all points in between for
instruction and team play. The existing organizations operating regional leagues include; Tennis
Competitors of Dallas (TCD), United States Tennis Association (USTA), and Northeast Tarrant Tennis
(NETT). The many thousands of players associated with these entities would be potential users of a Keller
tennis facility.
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Good evening. I’m Andy Alexander, and I’m here to speak on behalf of the Keller Soccer
Association. I’d like to thank you for holding this meeting, and openly soliciting our input on the
future of Keller’s park system.
The City has entrusted Keller Soccer Association with the administration of recreational youth
soccer programs for its residents and the oversight of playing fields at the Keller Sports Park.
These are two tasks we take great pride in. Our ultimate goal is to provide a fun, safe environment
that allows area children to have an outstanding recreational soccer experience. And as interest in
the sport of soccer and the population of Keller both grow, it’s a goal that challenges us every day.
Let me share with you some statistics:
• Soccer is one of the fastest growing major sports in the US, and in North Texas
• In the North Texas area, over 143,000 players between ages 4 and 19 are playing outdoor
soccer
• KSA just completed registration for our Spring season with over 2,600 players on 250 teams, an
increase of over 100 players from the Fall, making us one of the six largest associations in North
Texas
• Based KISD’s current enrollment figures, this means Keller Soccer serves nearly 25% of all
students in the Keller High feeder school footprint.
• We expect j growth to meet or exceed KISD’s 3% per year projections
Currently all games for kids 9 and under are played at the Keller Sports Park. Our kids 10 and
older participate in the Northern Mid Cities Soccer League, so about half of their games are away
from Keller.
We’ve configured the current 6 soccer pads to accommodate 19 fields in 4 different sizes. But
based on growth projections, and without the attention of those of you on the Parks Board and the
City Council, that will be inadequate moving forward. We are currently at maximum scheduling
capacity for the Sports Park, and out of necessity are forced to play kids in the 10 and under age
groups on weeknights until 8pm or later. Without new field space, field conditions will continue to
deteriorate, a greater number of youth games will have to be played on weeknights and Sundays,
and/or KSA will have to look at limiting registration and turning kids away.
The Keller Soccer Association would like to see the following items added to the new parks
master plan:


The addition of three new soccer pads over the next four years
o

In 2007, a lighted pad that would accommodate two Under 10 sized fields

o

In 2008, a lighted pad to accommodate one Under 11 to 19 field

Keller Soccer Association (KSA)
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o



In 2010, a multi-use pad that could be configured to support one under 10 field and
three Under 8 fields

The addition of lights to the current Under 8 ‘A’ pad
Additional parking to offset KSA growth and the opening of Blue Sky Indoor Complex, a
situation that has cause considerable congestion and unsafe conditions within the sports
park.

KSA has been a good steward and good community citizen for many years. In fact, just last fall
we raised and donated over seventeen thousand dollars in capital improvement items including
the area’s first lightning detection system to improve the safety of those in the sports park, and
partnered with Keller High School’s Project Graduation to help them raise over $5000.
Our continued success is dependent on the support of this board. And we look forward to working
closely with you to meet the needs of Keller’s citizens.
In closing, I’d like to recognize our volunteer members that are here tonight in support of your
efforts.
Representing our 20 Board members
Our 200 plus coaches
Our Parents
And most importantly, our 3000+ kids.
Thank you.
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KYA
Keller Youth Activities Club, Inc.
P.O. Box
Keller, Texas 76248
November 27, 2006

Dona Roth Kinney
Director
City of Keller Parks and Recreation
1100 Bear Creek Parkway
Keller, Texas 76244
Re:
City of Keller Parks and Recreation Open Space Master Plan Study
Dear Ms. Kinney:
This letter is in response to your request, dated November 10, 2006, that we provide data for the City of Keller Parks and Recreation’s
long term planning purposes. KYA provides several sporting leagues for the kids of Keller, including Baseball, Softball, Football, Basketball, and
Cheerleading. This information and data given to you in this letter is provided by the particular sport. We do have a facilities manager and his
contact information is as follows:
Britt Vaughn
(817) 223-0433
We hope that the following information meets the needs of your department:
Baseball:
1.
Contact: Brett Koehler-Baseball Commissioner
1702 Rolling Bend Ct.
Keller, Texas 76248
(469) 877-3828
2.
Current Number of Participants and Teams for 2006 (Spring and Fall):
Teams:
T-Ball (Ages 5&6)
29
Pinto (Ages 7&8)
46
Mustang 9 (Age 9)
21
Mustang 10 (Age 10)
17
Bronco (Ages 11&12)
23
Pony (Ages 13&14)
14
Keller Select (ages 10-14)
5
Total
155
Participants:
T-Ball (Ages 5&6)
321
Pinto (Ages 7&8)
520
Mustang 9 (Age 9)
227
Mustang 10 (Age 10)
188
Bronco (Ages 11&12)
267
Pony (Ages 13&14)
159
Keller Select (ages 10-14)
60
Total
1,742
3.
Total Number of Keller Participants and Total Number of Non-Resident Participants, Including City Names:
We do not have this data in a readily available and reliable form. We will look at our procedures in an effort to collect this
type of information in the future. We certainly understand the Keller Parks and Recreation’s interest in this information. We
do estimate that the vast majority of the participants in the KYA Baseball Program are residents of Keller (this statement is
supported from samples of information we do have). The non Keller resident players are primarily from surrounding cities,
such as Roanoke, Haslet, North Richland Hills, Watauga, and Fort Worth, and we estimate that the majority of these
participants attend schools within the Keller Independent School District.
4.
Growth Projection of KYA Baseball For the Next Five to Ten Years:
KYA Baseball grew approximately 15% to 20% during the past year. The fall baseball program grew by more than 25% in
the number of teams and participants. Many of the participants during this past fall baseball season were kids and families
new to the City of Keller. We expect this growth to continue as long as the growth of new residential areas continues and
KISD continues to build new primary education facilities (elementary schools).
5.

Needs To Meet Future Requirements:
As you can see in Paragraph 2 above, the growth of the lower age group leagues have been heavy. While some weeding
out will occur as the kids move to a higher and more competitive level, we believe in the next two years to see much greater
numbers in the 11-14 age groups. Within the next year, or two, we will need to make the following changes to meet the
requirements of the KYA Baseball program:
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a.
Convert Field No. 3 for use both as a Bronco (ages 11&12) and Pony (ages 13&14) field (currently it
is only used as a Pony Field). The distance between the bases are different for both leagues and the distance
between the pitcher’s rubber and home plate are different for both leagues. This would require putting in
additional base plugs, redesigning and building the pitcher’s mound to accommodate the different pitching
distances, and cutting the infield grass so the new base plugs are part of the infield dirt (and not the infield
grass).
b.
Convert Field No. 17 into a field for overflow use in T-Ball, Pinto, and Mustang leagues. Field 17 is in
need of significant repair (this year KYA has put in significant work on this field). Before any further funds are put
into this field, however, KYA needs to know the timeline of when the City of Keller intends to completely redo
Field Nos. 15-17, as we have previously been told would happen. KYA needs to know this information quickly, if
possible. Converting Field No. 17 will also have an impact on KYA Select teams, who currently use this field as
a practice facility. Along with this conversion, we will need the ability to use Fields 1-4 for the select teams to
practice on during the times when games are not scheduled.
We believe that these two actions are necessary to meet the requirements of KYA Baseball this next year, and at most,
within two years. If the growth continues at this pace for 5 years, then obviously we would need additional playing fields on
or before that 5 year mark is reached.
6.

City and Non-City Facilities Currently Used:
KYA Baseball uses field nos. 1-8, and 15-17. KYA Baseball also uses several practice facilities located throughout the City
of Keller, to include Bear Creek Park. KYA Baseball uses practice facilities owned by the Keller Independent School District
and private companies as well.

7.

Adequacy of the Current City of Keller Facilities:
The maintenance and upkeep on Fields 1-4 have been outstanding this past year. There are a couple of issues where the
coaches have complained of repairs being needed and these are forwarded for your review: 1. Field No. 1 needs
significant fill at the home plate area; and 2. grass is too tall in the infield areas causing ground balls to slow considerably.
Fields 5-8 are essentially multi-use fields that host both baseball and football. Fields 7&8 host T-ball (ages 5&6) games and
they are more than adequate for that purpose. Fields 5&6 host Pinto (ages 7&8), and with the additions of the temporary
fences KYA purchase this past year, are adequate for that purpose.

Softball:

The fire ants are a problem both on the game fields and the practice fields (particularly Bear Creek Park). At times, in some
people’s opinion, they have almost rendered practice fields unusable. The biggest complaint we receive from the coaches
are the lack of adequate practice facilities (i.e. number of backstops and the lack of smooth surfaces at the practice fields).
Practice fields and the competition with other sports for those practice spaces is one of the biggest challenges facing the
program at this time and is where the most complaints are received from coaches and parents.
1.

2.

Contact: Patty Glockzin-Softball Commissioner
686 Opelousas Ct. N.
Keller, Texas 76248
(817) 431-9555
Current Number of Participants and Teams for 2006 (Spring and Fall):

Totals

6U
8U
10U
12U
14U

Teams
10
12
17
16
3
58

Kids
110
132
204
192
36
674

3.

Total Number of Keller Participants and Total Number of Non-Resident Participants, Including City Names:
We do not have this data in a readily available and reliable form. We will look at our procedures in an effort to collect this
type of information in the future. We certainly understand the Keller Parks and Recreation’s interest in this information.

4.

Growth Projection of KYA Softball for the Next Five to Ten Years:
KYA Softball grew approximately 10% to 15% during the past year. The fall softball program grew by more than 25% in the
number of teams and participants. Many of the participants during this past fall softball season were kids and families new
to the City of Keller. We expect this growth to continue as long as the growth of new residential areas continues and KISD
continues to build new primary education facilities (elementary schools).
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5.

Needs To Meet Future Requirements:
As you can see in paragraph 2 above, the growth in softball has been across the board as the sport grows in popularity with
the success of the Keller High School program. We would anticipate this growth to be consistently at 10% to 15% per year
for the foreseeable future as long as the population in the area is growing. The four-plex that softball currently uses is
sufficient for now, but we will be forced to begin playing on Wednesday nights and/or Saturdays as we grow into the future
or stretch the season longer into June after school is out. We currently play on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays
and hold tournaments on a lot of weekends where we utilize the facilities for the entire weekend.
One problem we’ve encountered is the men’s league that currently plays on one field Wednesday nights. We use that night
for rainouts and we now have to jumble things around to get rainouts made up for that field on Saturdays or some other time
due to this league being played. The Keller Pointe has tried to get some other leagues going in the past without success.
However, if they are successful in getting some other leagues done we are going to be in serious trouble trying to get our
leagues in with limited use on free nights. A separate adult softball facility should be in the long-term plans of Keller if they
are going to try to grow this program. The one facility can’t handle much growth at KYA, let alone growth from another
league utilizing the facilities. Another factor in having separate facilities is a lot of our parents have expressed concerns
over having the men’s league playing at the same time as our youth leagues. There are concerns about language and
drinking that has been going on during these men’s league games on Wednesday nights. This is not acceptable behavior to
have the kids of our community subjected to.

Football:

6.

City and Non-City Facilities Currently Used:
KYA Softball uses field nos. 11-14. KYA Softball also uses several practice facilities located throughout the City of Keller, to
include Bear Creek Park. KYA Softball uses practice facilities owned by the Keller Independent School District and private
companies as well. These facilities are not adequate as several sports are trying to share the same locations. We
continually hear from our coaches that they can’t find any place to practice due to baseball, soccer and football also trying to
practice on all these limited areas.

7.

Adequacy of the Current City of Keller Facilities:
The maintenance and upkeep on Fields 11-14 have been outstanding this past year. You can look back to your records to
see any problems we’ve had in the past year as we communicate with you regarding repairs and/or maintenance issues as
they arise.
The practice fields that our teams have to use throughout the city are not adequate for softball as they are lumpy, have
significant holes, etc that makes using them hazardous to the kids.

1.

Contact: Kelly Weeks-Football Commissioner
4900 O’Brien Way
Keller, Texas 76248
(817) 741-0056

2.

Current Number of Participants and Teams for 2006:
Teams:
Participants:

3.
4.

459

Total Number of Keller Participants and Total Number of Non-Resident Participants, Including City Names:
We do not have this data in a readily available and reliable form. We will look at our procedures in an effort to collect this
type of information in the future. We certainly understand the Keller Parks and Recreation’s interest in this information.
Growth Projection of KYA Football For the Next Five to Ten Years:
KYA Football projects that it will grow between 5% and 10% over the next 5 years considering the continued development of
residential housing within the Keller Independent School District’s area. The growth may be higher dependent upon the
success and/or failure of some independent “For Profit” football organizations which have started in the area during the last
two years. Historically, these “For Profit” sports organizations have not been successful over a sustained period of time.

5.

Needs To Meet Future Requirements:
We do not expect to need additional fields within the next 5 years, based upon expected growth of the KYA Football
program.

6.

City and Non-City Facilities Currently Used:
Currently, KYA Football uses the two football fields at the Keller Sports Complex for their games.
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7.

Basketball:
1.

2.
3.

4.

Adequacy of the Current City of Keller Facilities:
The biggest issues with the adequacy of the facilities used are that the fields, in our opinion, are not watered enough prior to
the season starting. The grass is stressed before the first game and the fields are too hard. Further, the fields have
significant fire ants and pot holes, which is a safety concern for the children participating in the games. Additionally, there
are scoreboards provided by the City of Keller for use in the football games, but there are no controllers available for those
scoreboards, thus they are unused. KYA Football used temporary portable scoreboards this past football season.
Contact: Rick Sage-Basketball Commissioner
604 Hudnall Ct.
Keller, Texas 76248
(817) 514-2439
Current Number of Participants and Teams for 2006-07 Season:
Teams:
110
Participants:
850
Total Number of Keller Participants and Total Number of Non-Resident Participants, Including City Names:
City
Zip
Count
PCT to TTL
Azle
76020
1
0%
Colleyville
76034
8
1%
Haslet
76052
1
0%
Hurst
76054
1
0%
Southlake
76092
20
2%
Haltom City
76117
1
0%
Ft. Worth
76137
88
10%
Watagua
76148
14
2%
Ft. Worth
76161
1
0%
Ft. Worth
76179
1
0%
North Richland Hills
76180
54
6%
Keller
76248
619
73%
Roanoke
76262
40
5%
Total
850
Growth Projection of KYA Basketball For the Next Five to Ten Years:
KYA Basketball grew by 17% during the last year. We estimate, if KYA continues its Basketball Program, similar growth will
occur over the next few years considering the continued development of residential housing within the Keller Independent
School District’s area.

5.

Needs To Meet Future Requirements:
Indoor gym facilities, other than the ones currently being used, may be necessary to continue the KYA Basketball program
in its current form (See Paragraph 6).

6.

City and Non-City Facilities Currently Used:
At this time, KYA Basketball does not use facilities owned by the City of Keller. KYA Basketball rents gyms owned by the
Keller Independent School District (“KISD”). This year, KYA was informed that the cost of use for these facilities would
increase dramatically. Initially, when KISD informed us of these increase charges, the increase was over 700% of last years
charges. After negotiation with KISD, the charges ultimately increased for this year by approximately 180%. KYA
Basketball increased its charges to the participants, but for this year, KYA is also subsidizing the basketball program
through its general fund. Obviously, this cannot continue in future years. If KISD does not change its plan and charges for
the use of these gym facilities, the cost for one participant in the KYA Basketball program for next season could be as much
as $150.00. This is not economically feasible for many families, and is not competitive with surrounding organizations.

7.

Adequacy of the Current City of Keller Facilities:
N/A

Cheerleading:
1.

2.

Contact: Jodi Bergen-Cheerleading Commissioner
1812 Forest Bend Lane
Keller, Texas 76248
(817) 379-6623
Current Number of Participants for 2006:
Participants:
125
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3.

Total Number of Keller Participants and Total Number of Non-Resident Participants, Including City Names:
We do not have this data in a readily available and reliable form. We will look at our procedures in an effort to collect this
type of information in the future. We certainly understand the Keller Parks and Recreation’s interest in this information.

4.

Growth Projection of KYA Softball For the Next Five to Ten Years:
We believe that this program will grow each year by 5 to 10%.

5.

Needs To Meet Future Requirements:
N/A

6.

City and Non-City Facilities Currently Used:
KYA Cheerleading uses the current City of Keller fields for practice and cheers at the KYA Football games.

7.

Adequacy of the Current City of Keller Facilities:
N/A
We at KYA would like to thank the Keller Parks and Recreation for all they do in helping to provide these activities for the kids of Keller.
We would like to recommend that we establish periodic meetings (perhaps quarterly or semi-annually) between the key personnel of Parks and
Recreation and KYA. We believe that this type of open dialogue will assist in the cooperation and understanding as each group tries to manage
their programs during this high growth period. You can call Toby W. Burke, at (817) 501-1478, with any questions or concerns with regard to the
data provided in this letter. Thanks again.
Sincerely,
KYA Board of Directors
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Keller Cricket Association

Dear Debbie,
My name is Saif Haque and I am the President of Keller Cricket Association. Our goal is to play the game of
Cricket in recreational and competitive level and also to promote the game of Cricket in our community. This
game is similar to Baseball and one of the most popular sports in many countries in the Europe, Asia, Africa
and Caribbean. It is also rapidly becoming a popular sports in the United States as well.
We have been playing the game of Cricket for last couple of years in various field in Fort Worth, Irving and
even Plano since there is not cricket ground in Keller.
I have attached a PDF Document on the game of Cricket for your convenience. It will explain the game of
Cricket, its history, different aspects of the game and current situation of Cricket in DFW area.
I would like to meet with you in person to discuss further at your convenience. I would really appreciate if you
could help us providing a ground where we can play cricket.
Best Regards,
Saif Haque
4121 Wyndham Dr
Keller, TX 76248
817-690-4463
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